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September 2021 


General Meeting—Tuesday 7 September at 8.00 p.m. by Zoom 
Speaker: Dale Appleton 


Talk title: PV's airborne and infrared monitoring programs 


General Meeting—Tuesday 5 October at 8.00 p.m. by Zoom 
Speaker: Kelly Clitheroe 


Talk title: A tour of the Southern skies; an amateur astronomer's journey and images of the Southern Hemisphere’'s 
celestial wonders. 


In the last few months we have welcomed to the club... 
We wish them a long and happy association. 


Angus Donaldson, Point Lonsdale; Jennifer Dearnaley, Belmont; Adrienne Hemingway, Clifton Springs; 


Submissions to Geelong Naturalist 
Submissions for the next magazine will be due on Monday 27 September 
Early lodgement of articles (small & large—maximum 2 pages) would be a great helo—late copy may not be accepted. 


Photographs—appropriately labelled, digital as .jog —to the editor. 
The editor for the October edition of the Gee/ong Naturalist is Bernie Lingham bernlingham@tpg.com.au 


Club Meetings and Excursions 

We still plan to have at least some meetings face to face in 2021, but obviously we may need to revert to Zoom at short 
notice. For ‘out of town’ presenters we will likely continue to use Zoom indefinitely. 

Excursions may also need to be cancelled at short notice, as was necessary in July and August. Well continue to plan 
excursions, and then cancel once it is clear they are not possible. 

Check the club web site, Facebook, or the emailed Newsletters for any last-minute changes to what may be listed in the 
Geelong Naturalist. 


Geelong Naturalist issues currently unavailable in print 
Please note that due to equipment damage at the Gordon Printery, the Geelong Naturalist is not being published in 
printed form for the time being. 


Useful Links 


Our website is www.gitnc.org.au. Anyone can visit, but if you wish to add observations you need to register. Just email 
info@ginc.org.au and ask for a username and temporary password. 


The website calendar is kept up to date with upcoming activities, and now includes more information on 
events. www.gtnc.org.au/meetings/calendar-all/ 


Many of our Zoom meetings have been recorded and are available for viewing if you missed out. It can take a few 
weeks for them to be posted as they need to be edited. You can find them at bit.ly/GFNCWebinars 


Recent copies of our magazine and bird report are available from Trove. The Geelong Naturalist is at bit.ly/ 
Geelong Naturalist and the Geelong Bird Report is bit.ly/BirdReport 


We have a Facebook Page open to all www.facebook.com/geelongtnc and a Facebook Group open to club members 
to share things www.facebook.com/groups/GeelongFNCGroup : Just visit and ask to join. 


Our Instagram account is www.instagram.com/geelongfieldnaturalists/ 


We get most newsletters and journals from other clubs electronically these days. They are all saved at bit.ly/ 
GFNCJournals. The index to our Library is here bit.ly/GFNCLibrary 


The photo on the front cover, by Graham Possingham is a Painted Lady butterfly on Grey-Leaved Euryops or 
Brighteyes ‘Euryops pectinatus’ from Sth Africa taken on 2/9/21 in Highton. 


The photo on the back cover, by Phil Watson is a Heart Spider Orchid Caladenia cardiochila seen on 25/8/21 in Otway 
National Park, Forest Rd, Anglesea. 


You Yangs Boneseed pull report 
21 & 22 August 2021 


ur planned weekend of removing Boneseed at the You A sincere thank-you to 


Yangs looked promising—an ideal weather outlook 
and the maximum allowable ten volunteers pre-registered 
for the morning and afternoon sessions on Saturday, with a 
similar scenario for Sunday. 


As forecast the weather was ideal and with everyone hard 
at work on Saturday the ‘spoiler’ news filtered through that 
our state government, fearing another COVID spread, had 
decided to include regional Victoria in the lockdown, 
Starting at 1.00 p.m. What a disappointment, especially 
when the weekend may well have been a similar Success 
to our May working bee. Our crew continued to toil away 
until noon, followed by an enjoyable, ‘socially-distanced’ 
group lunch, after which it was time to leave the park to 
meet the 1.00 p.m. lockdown. 


Boneseed working group Saturday 21 September 
Photo: Barry Lingham 
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members and friends who 
participated on Saturday or 
had planned to do so on 
Sunday for your ongoing 
support of the You Yangs 
boneseeding program. It 
has been a challenge to 
make inroads and keep 
regrowth in check since the 
onset of the pandemic with 
three working bees 
cancelled in two years. Due 
to the shortened weekend 
our goal of clearing ‘the hill 
of new growth due to the 
pandemic still remains. 


Profusely flowering Boneseed 


By May 2022 two years and Photo: Rob Beardsley 


nine months will have 
passed since some regrowth areas have been given our 
attention. 


When the five-kilometre restriction is lifted | intend to visit 
our site to determine what parts of the hill still have SP 
(Since-pandemic) regrowth following our all too brief 
Saturday pulling flurry, and to decide where we should 
concentrate our efforts next outing. | will report findings via 
the Geelong Naturalist. 


Winter invertebrate observations report 


Rod Lowther 


uring winter, GFNC Invertebrates project members added 252 observations, recording 139 species. This is about 
half as many observations as would be made on any other non-winter month of the year. It really demonstrates how 
many insect species are dominant in the colder months. Totals for the collection now stand at 13 300 observations with 


1791 species recorded. 


otatistics for the winter season split into major taxonomic groups are as follows: 


Order or Family 
Butterflies 
spider and Mites 
Beetles 

Flies 


Ant, Bees, Wasps 
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The observation period is from 1 June to 20 August 2021. The following link provides a view of all observations and can 


be seen by clicking on Winter iNaturalist Invertebrates List. 
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significant observations are shown in the grid photo format below while details about each observation follow in the 
associated table. 


Pz 
G D 
Black-edged Geometrid 


Sorama bicolor 


a b 
ar d r PHa # 


Tribe Nacophorini Blue Pie-dish Beetles 


Large Native Ant 


. =z 


Bristle Flies 


Opisthoncus sexmacula... Diemenia rubromargina... ~~ 


| Resmarch Grade | ’ n r 


© 
White Banded House Ju... Smyriodes aspera Family Erythraeidae 


2 Geelong Naturalist September 2021 


Observed 
Smer O Fae O neman O OA 
Spider Sa aSSUS Newman 
jana 


Margin-winged Stick | Cfenomorpha 4/6/2021 Alison Bellbrae Always great to see a Stick Insect. Often 
Insect marginipennis Watson difficult to find. This individual observed 


away from vegetation. 
Grasshopper ruricola Newman winter. This observation shows Nymph. 
Kruss winter. 


Red-spotted Jezebel | Delias aganippe 28/6/2021 Colin and Durdidwarrah | Good find—under Eucalyptus—alive but 
a a l ea 
Cook 
Spider Ant Ochetellus sp. 6/7/2021 Helen Bannockburn | Only the third observation of this species 
workers and queens. 


Black-edge Cycloprorodes 6/7/2021 Marilyn Brisbane Most common in NW Victoria, but there 


Geometrid melanoxystia Hewish Ranges are a few records from dry woodlands in 


the Brisbane Ranges and You Yangs. 


Hewish Ranges winter and peak in spring. 

Geometer Moth Tribe Nacophorini | 10/7/2021 Pete Anglesea For some time, this undescribed species 
Crowcroftt was found only in Morwell National Park, 
but recent observations by John Lenagan 
and Pete Crowcroft have extended the 


range to the Otways. 


Blue Pie-dish Beetle | Pterohelaeus sp. 13/7/2021 Trevor Sunderland Attractive coloured beetle; 16 records in 
Brisbane Ranges to Lorne. 

Black Cobweb Steatoda 13/7/2021 Trevor Sunderland Introduced species. Large numbers in 

Spider carpensis Pescott Creek Melbourne, range expanding out to 


Geelong and Golden Plains. Mainly seen 
in winter. 


australis Pescott Creek record in the collection. 
Lingham observation. 
Jumping Spider Opisthoncus 17/7/2021 Kelly Drysdale Species more common in winter than in 
on the abdomen. 
rubromarginata Pescott throughout the year. 
Leaf Beetle Paropsis atomaria | 7/8/2021 Kelly Drysdale A species with a lot of eyes. With two 
plantation tree pest species. 
White Banded Maratus griseus 1/8/2021 Kelly Drysdale Quite a common spider over winter and 
House Jumper a Clitheroe aa this observation shows great detail of the 
spiders head and eyes. 


Varied Geometrid Smyriodes aspera | 8/8/2021 Marilyn Darley This moth is an indicator of a long cold 
Hewish winter and will appear suddenly each 
year in August, going very quickly from 
the odd one or two on the sheet to large 
numbers. 


Hewish legs. 
stretched Simaetha | Simaetha 15/8/2021 Bernie Ocean Grove | This jumping spider is the first 
a caret DORE ‘gan |0909 ibaee vation ef ie pce torte 
collection. 


Thanks to the many project observers who submitted The Great Southern BioBlitz kicks off on Friday 22 

observations the last three months and in particular Marilyn October and continues until midnight of the Monday 

Hewish who reviewed the moth observations and assisted 25. Now is a good time to be out and about with your 

with the report by identifying the highlighted moth species. camera/ phone to start recording our region’s 
invertebrates and sharing your observations on the 

We are now entering the renewal spring period and expect GFNC iNaturalist Invertebrates Project. 

an explosion of insects. It is always interesting to see the 


order in which dragonfly and damselfly species emerge References 
from the aquatic nymph stage. The flowering season also _ iNaturalist and Atlas of Living Australia—data and 
brings with it a range of pollinators and a host of those taxonomic classifications 


insects that predate them. 
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Take part in the Great Southern Bioblitz 


his year from 22—25 October join Australia and 13 
other countries in the largest citizen science 
biodiversity survey in the southern hemisphere. 


Using the iNaturalist platform, the Great Southern Bioblitz 
(GSB) is an annual opportunity to participate in a large 
global biodiversity survey. Until recently these bioblitzes 
have been centered in the northern hemisphere during 
their springtime, meaning that those of us south of the 
equator and coming into winter didn’t always have the 
greatest amount of biodiversity on show. So the GSB was 
born from the desire to have a springtime survey of 
biodiversity for us, down south, during a time of the year 
we know Is abounding with emerging life. 


We were astounded by the participation in this project last 
year. Our humble expectations of perhaps just a few 
locations around Australia getting involved were blown 


GSB #2020 


OVERALL STATS 


Pete Crowcroft (@possumpete) 


away, with many more people from around the world 
Joining in to observe their local biodiversity. 


Now for our second year we are anticipating even stronger 
participation in the GSB, with 96 local areas already signed 
up from across 14 countries. 


Given the ongoing global pandemic and the need to make 
participant safety a priority we are promoting the idea of 
backyard biodiversity surveys. The beauty of the GSB is 
that you can participate when restrictions are in place and 
long-distance travel is not possible. You can participate 
either as an individual or as part of a group. All you need is 
an iNaturalist account, a device to take photos of wildlife or 
record calls, and all the enthusiasm you can muster. 


To find out more information about this project, please visit 


Over 3,000 people across 12 countries, speaking 3 


different languages came together, digitally, to 


celebrate spring across the southern hemisphere and 


promote biodiversity. These were the results: 


TOTAL 
SERVATIONS 


TOTAL 
SPECIES 


TOTAL 
IDENTIFIERS 


TOTAL 
OBSERVERS 


TOTAL TOTAL 
IDENTIFICATIONS CONTINENTS 


TOTAL 
COUNTRIES 


TOTAL 
AREAS 


12 157 


Follow the action during the Great Southern Bioblitz 


here are several iNaturalist projects related to the 

Great Southern Bioblitz (GSB). Firstly, the main event 
project will show the progress in all locations as 
observations are submitted. The Leader board can be 
sorted by number of observations, number of species or 
number of observers. 


httos://inaturalist.ala.org.au/projects/great-southern-bioblitz 
-2021-umbrella 
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Rod Lowther 


The GSB project for the wider Geelong region covers the 
same area that we use for the City Nature Challenge. At 
the end of the event will be able to compare our results 
with our previous efforts. 


https://inaturalist.ala.org.au/projects/gsb-2021-geelong- 
region 


Two projects based on local government areas allow us to 
see the biodiversity differences between the drier Geelong, 


Western Volcanic plains and Bellarine Peninsula and the 
wetter areas of the Otways and its nearby coastal habitats. 


httos://inaturalist.ala.org.au/projects/great-southern-bioblitz 
-2021-city-of-greater-geelong 


httos://inaturalist.ala.org.au/projects/great-southern-bioblitz 
-2021-surf-coast-vic-australia 


Our Friends from other Field Naturalist Clubs are 
participating this year and you can see their progress via 
the links below. 


https://inaturalist.ala.org.au/projects/great-southern-bioblitz 
-2021-ballarat-region 


https://inaturalist.ala.org.au/projects/great-southern-bioblitz 
-2021-castlemaine-region 


The very hungry caterpillar 


ost of us are familiar with the children’s picture book 
The Very Hungry Caterpillar by Eric Carle. In this 
Story, the caterpillar hatches out of his egg on a warm 
sunny morning, then has to hunt for food. He eats through 
an apple, pears, plums, strawberries and oranges, before 
sampling a range of human foods which give him a 
stomach ache. The next morning, he feels much better 
after eating a nice green leaf. One week after hatching, he 
is no longer hungry. He is a big fat caterpillar, who builds 
himself a cocoon. More than two weeks later, he emerges 
as a beautiful butterfly. 


While the life-cycle in the story, of egg, caterpillar, cocoon 
and butterfly is accurate, what about the details’? Do 
caterpillars have to search for their meals, and do they eat 
such a wide variety of foods? What happened inside the 
cocoon, to turn the big fat green caterpillar into a slender 
butterfly with beautiful coloured wings? What will he do 
next? What journey have the butterflies in my garden been 
on, and what happens to them now? 


Outside, some species of butterflies are visiting flowers. A 
butterfly will pause at one, uncurl its long straw-like 
mouthparts and suck up nectar, before curling up its straw 
and flying to a neighbouring flower. While doing this, it 
spreads pollen from one flower to the next, a service which 
butterflies provide to plants in return for a meal. Other 
species of butterflies eat little, relying on the energy they 
stored as a caterpillar. These butterflies may only live for a 
week or two, while those that feed regularly may survive for 
months. 


The main aim of the buttertly’s life is to reproduce. To do 
this, they need to avoid predators, such as birds, spiders, 
praying mantises and lizards, and find a mate. In some 
species, male butterflies seek females which have recently 
emerged from their cocoon and have not yet mated. In 
other species, butterflies find mates by hill-topping. As The 
Very Hungry Caterpillar was a male, he may have joined 
other males patrolling a particular hilltop to which the males 
in the surrounding area are attracted every year. The 
females visit them there, to choose a mate. After she has 
mated with one of the males, a female leaves. She goes in 
search of the right type of plant on which to lay her eggs. 
When she finds one that will be good for her caterpillars to 
eat, she may perch on a leaf, curve her abdomen under it, 
and glue a single egg to its underside, before moving on to 
another leaf, or she may lay a cluster of eggs on a stem of 
the plant. The eggs she lays, will have ribs or spikes and a 
colour, which are distinctive for her species. 


Wendy Cook 


Unlike the caterpillar in the story, the larvae which hatch 
from her eggs will not have to hunt for their food. First, they 
will eat the egg from which they hatch, then the plant that 
they are on. This is the only species of plant that they will 
eat, and if they leave it, they will either starve or not 
develop properly. These young caterpillars, like the one in 
the story, eat and eat and eat, and like him, they are soon 
much bigger. However, they are not ready to build a 
cocoon. Instead, they shed their skin. They now have a 
new skin with room to grow. Each caterpillar will do this 
four or five times. When it is ready to pupate, it will make a 
pad of silk on a stem or the underside of a leaf, attach 
itself, and either build a cocoon of silk around itself, or shed 
its skin again to reveal a pupa. 


Inside the pupa or cocoon, strange things happen. Most of 
the caterpillar dissolves into liquid. In this liquid are discs, 
one for each part of the butterfly’s body, such as its legs, 
wings, mouthparts and eyes. Around these discs, the body 
parts form. It may take two weeks or longer, depending on 
the species of butterfly and the weather. When it emerges 
from its pupa, its wings are soft. They are pumped full of 
liquid to harden, and then, away flies a beautiful butterfly! 


The Very Hungry Caterpillar is a fun and colourful book 
designed to teach young children the life-cycle of the 
butterfly. After reading the book, go outside and look for 
butterflies and caterpillars. What do real caterpillars in your 
garden like to eat, and what colours can you see on the 
butterflies’ wings? 

Published in Meredith and District News, December 2020. 


References 


Carle, E. (1969) The Very Hungry Caterpillar, Puffin Books, 
London. 
Notes on Butterflies in general https:// 


castlemainefnc.files.wordpress.com/2020/09/butterfly- 


notes.pdft 
Loss and/or degradation of sites used for hill-topping by 


butterflies—key threatening process listing 


https://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/topics/animals-and- 
plants/threatened-species/nsw-threatened-species- 
scientific-committee/determinations/final- 
determinations/2000-2003/loss-and-or-degradation-of-sites 
-hill-topping-by-butterflies-key-threatening-process-listing 
How Does a Caterpillar Turn into a Butterfly? 

https://www.s age cientificamerican.com/article/caterpillar- 
butterfly-metamorphosis-explainer/ 

Kuranda Attraction—Butterflies & Moths 


httos://australianbutterflies.com/butterflies/ 
All websites accessed November 2020 
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CoGG Community Green Achiever Awards 2021 


Deborah Evans 


ongratulations to club member Andrea Dennett who see <geelongaustralia.com.au/greenachiever> for details 

was the Biodiversity Award winner in the City of of all the winners. 
Greater Geelong’s inaugural Community Green Achiever 
Awards. Andrea’s award was for conservation of the 
Hooded Plover, in recognition of her leadership of the 
Friends of the Hooded Plover Bellarine, coordinating the 
group's volunteers for nearly 14 years before retiring as 
coordinator at the end of the 2020—2021 season. 


Congratulations also to Geelong Sustainability (a corporate 
member of the GFNC), joint winner of the Climate Action 
Award for their Sustainable House Day, and to the Friends 
of Waurn Ponds Creek who won the Water Conservation 
Award for their ongoing environmental work along the 
creek. 


August 2021 butterfly report 
Valda Dedman 


or most of the past two months there have only been single Cabbage Whites. There was a late Jezebel and then the 
first of the new season's butterflies, an Australian Painted Lady on 7 August. Since then there has been a Yellow 
Admiral, an unexpected Common Grass-Blue and more Imperial Jezebels. 


Observers: 
AW, Alison Watson; CFr, Chrissy Freestone; CMo, Craig Morley; DBi, Darren Bird; DTy, David Tytherleigh; GA, George 
Appleby; HSc, Helen Schofield; JN, John Newman; PWa, Phil Watson; RLw, Rod Lowther; TFI, Tom Fletcher. 


29/7/21 


| 15/8/21 | Fyansford | 14. Flying around. 


1. Single butterfly flying over grassy 
bank on Hearn Pde at 1.40 in sun- 
shine. 


Cabbage White 
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Imperial Jezebel 5/8/21 Indented Head 1. At rest on the leaves of a River 
Redgum. 
5. First one seen for the season, 
flying over the road. Later a small 
group flying around flowering hakea. 


21/8/21 | Woodlands Drive 1 male. 
Ocean Grove 
Australian Painted 7/8/21 | 13th Beach Barwon 1. Flying around bushes in car park. | TFI 
Lady Heads 


i 25/8/21 | Anglesea AW, PWa 


Yellow Admiral 22/8/21 Fairmont Rd Newtown | 1. Smallish (male?), flitting 
around vegie patch. 


Common Grass-blue | 21/8/21 | Moggs Creek AW,PWa | 
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seeds of Chrysanthemoides monilifera ssp. monilifera (African Boneseed or 
Boneseed) 


hile pulling out plants at the recent GFNC boneseed 

removal activity, Jenny Possingham and | noticed a 
couple of loose collections of empty seed cases lying 
against a tree stump—boneseeds. 


The green-coloured fruit of the Boneseed plant, which 
becomes dark brown to black when mature, consists of 
fleshy outer layer/s (pericarp), an inner hard casing 
(endocarp) and a single seed (Weiss et al. 2008 pp. 6-7). 
Over summer the outer layer of the fruit dries leaving the 
thick casing/shell and seed. The casing measures approx. 
6—/ mm and is hard and bone-coloured when dry, giving 
rise to the name ‘boneseed’ (Adair and Ainsworth 2000). 
The casing protects the seed. 


Jenny and | pondered whether the seed cases might have 
been opened by animals. Fruit from these plants would be 
attractive to animals. However, Jenny noted that there 
were no scats nearby. Also, the cases were clean and 
without indication that they had passed through an animal. 


Empty Boneseed seed cases found near a tree stump, 
21/8/21 Photo: Bernie Lingham 


We assumed that the seeds had dropped from nearby 
plants. A search underneath other plants revealed many 
more small collections of hard bone-coloured seed 
casings—the majority of which were open and empty of 
seeds. We then also noted the presence of fruit on some of 
the plants. 


lem 
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Photo: Bernie Lingham 


Boneseed seed cases, 21/8/21 


Bernie Lingham 


In this one very small 10x15 m area were dozens of 
Boneseed plants and undoubtedly thousands of seeds. 
Boneseed only reproduces by seed. A mature plant will 
produce about 45 000 seeds each year (Pescott 1995 p. 
42). Dried fruit is dropped over summer; some seed cases 
remain intact and dormant, while in others the hard casing 
splits open allowing the seeds inside to germinate when 
the moisture in the soil is adequate (CAB International 
2019). 


Not all the seeds will be viable. Research suggests a figure 
of up to 60 per cent of seed from a plant may be viable 
(CAB International 2019). Also, of the population of viable 
seeds, not all will germinate. How long a seed remains 
viable is directly related to depth of burial in the soil (Weiss 
et al. 2008 p. 8). 


Boneseed fruit, 21/8/21 


Photo: Bernie Lingham 


Given that there must be millions of seeds from Boneseed 
plants in the You Yangs, coupled with the fact that seeds 
can remain viable in the soil for at least 10 years (Adair 
and Ainsworth 2000), its no wonder that this plant is so 
widespread and difficult to control. 


Fire doesn't help the problem either. Plants and seeds may 
die, but fire stimulates germination. A significant bushfire in 
1985 provides a case in point. Fire triggered the mass 
germination of huge numbers of boneseed seedlings and 
aided the rapid spread of the plant (Brougham, Cherry and 
Downey 2006 p. 37). 


While Boneseed management might seem like an 
overwhelming issue, as we know, the GFNC and other 
local groups are doing their bit by hand-pulling small plants 
or digging up woody older bushes in designated areas of 
the You Yangs. It’s important to remove both the mature 
plants which have the capacity for significant seed 
production, as well as younger plants before they flower. It 
takes a long-term and sustained approach to manage the 
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spread of this long-lived plant. Boneseed plants have been 
dated to over 30 years of age (Weiss et al. 2008 p.6). 


Those of us who attended the August 21 Boneseed 
working morning could clearly see the difference between 
‘our patch’ which was relatively free of the plant, in 
comparison to surrounding areas which were ablaze with 
yellow-coloured flowering mature plants. It’s hard to 
imagine that local native vegetation could possibly 
compete with these dense Boneseed infestations. 


In order to further combat the spread of Boneseed, a 
number of biological controls were employed. These 
included Comostolopsis germana, a tip moth; Mesoclanis 
polana, a seed-predating fly; and Tortrix sp., a leafroller. 
Unfortunately, as reported in a 2006 case study of the You 
Yangs, these agents failed to establish (Brougham, Cherry 
and Downey p. 67). A recent report provides an update on 
new biological agents—a fungus and an eriophyiid mite— 
which are under consideration for release (CAB 
International 2019). Hopefully, these agents will fare better 
and have the desired impact in helping to control this 
nationally significant invasive plant. 


It was hard not to be dismayed by the sight of the massive 
volume of flowering mature Boneseed we passed on our 
way to the GFNC site. Future control of this plant across 
the You Yangs and elsewhere will require new ideas and 
effective Boneseed management strategies. However, we 
can take heart that the efforts of generations of field 
naturalists have restored one area to a condition where 


indigenous vegetation has every chance to thrive again. 


My thanks to Barry Lingham and Jenny Possingham for 
their helpful input to this article. 
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August 2021 bird observations—some highlights 


John Newman & Craig Morley 


hen we wrote about the joys of local birding last year Distillery Creek was pleasing for August. Swift Parrots 


amid weeks of COVID-19 related strict lockdown 
conditions across Victoria, It probably wasn't in our sights 
that twelve months later we would be doing the same. It 
has been an interesting month for us all with some weeks 
of regional travel permitted prior to last week’s return to full 
lockdown conditions and the 5km limit again in place for 
our essential binocular-carrying exercise. Reflecting this 
situation are the GFNC bird records with plenty of 
wonderful observations from all corners of our region as 
well as a great number of interesting and very local 
records. 


Spring is an eagerly anticipated time for birders with the 
return of many migratory species welcoming warmer and 
longer days. Spring also marks the final sightings of other 
birds that move away over summer further south to 
Tasmania or higher into the Otways Ranges. The 
tremendous records submitted over the past month 
capture the arrival of many of these migratory species that 
we will enjoy over our southern spring and summer. Fairy 
Martins have been seen in Fyansford, Sparrovale and 
Swan Island. At the latter location a very strong north-west 
wind caused a bird to struggle past at eye-level within 
metres of the stunned observer, affording excellent naked- 
eye views of the salient ID features — a tiny martin with 
white rump and rusty crown. Tree Martins have also 
marked their return with records from Swan Bay and 
oparrovale. A Shining Bronze-Cuckoo calling at 
Gherang Gherang was a welcome record and the 
unmistakable liquid call of an Olive-backed Oriole at 
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have been persisting for weeks now in small numbers at 
Deakin University Waurn Ponds with up to six birds and 
will soon leave for the southern forests of eastern 
Tasmania. 


Spring can be a time of unusual bird movements due, 
perhaps, to difficult conditions elsewhere or perhaps 
exceptional local conditions that allow birds to move further 
afield than normally expected. Long Forest, near Bacchus 
Marsh, has been the site for many unusual birds over the 
years and this month a series of Crescent Honeyeater 
records was remarkable—a noteworthy distance away 
from the coastal wet forests we usually associate with this 
honeyeater. This was soon eclipsed by a calling Scarlet 
Honeyeater. Many birders will remember the irruption of 
ocarlet Honeyeaters into our region in late 2017 delighting 
many and allowing us to become familiar with their musical 
piping call. It was this call that attracted the Long Forest 
observer. So keep an ear out over the weeks ahead and 
perhaps more of these birds will be detected in our region. 
Follow this link to eBird and have a listen to the call of the 
Scarlet Honeyeater (Scarlet Myzomela). https:// 


ebird.org/media/catalog? 
taxonCode=scamyz1 &regionCode=&medial ype=a 


Speaking of rarities that can turn up from time to time, 
when travel restrictions allow (or you live within 5km of a 
good vantage point!) remember that it can be hard to beat 
a good sea-watch. A recent wonderful reminder of the 
excitement that sea-watching can bring was the 


confirmation of a Buller’s Albatross at Black Rocks 
https://ebird.org/australia/checklist/S93512172 . 


Spring is also a time to see the last of the altitudinal 
migrants, birds spending winter foraging in our lower 
altitude local region prior to their return to the higher forests 
and gullies of the Otways Ranges where they breed over 
summer. Bassian Thrush and Pink Robin have persisted 
over many winter weeks at the Geelong Botanic Gardens 
this year, quietly living in the rainforest area and visible to 
the patient observer. They will leave soon hopefully to re- 
appear here next autumn. Pink Robins have also been 
seen in the Brisbane Ranges along with closely related 
Rose Robins also observed in the Brisbane Ranges and 
Distillery Creek near Aireys Inlet. 


Regional travel earlier in the month did allow for a full 
survey of Lake Murdeduke near Winchelsea, a true gem on 
the local bird scene and site of several rarities over the 
years. Access is not easy and the winter rain has made for 
a lot of ‘muddy margins’. A large flock of Banded Stilts, in 
the order of 16 800, was seen, and, astonishingly, a Little 
Stint. Almost indistinguishable from a Red-necked Stint, 
especially in non-breeding plumage, the careful observers 
noted subtle plumage differences in the breeding plumage 
of this very rare migratory shorebird to our region. The 
survey also confirmed high numbers of Double-banded 
Plovers and the critically endangered Curlew Sandpiper. 
A much smaller flock of Banded Stilts was seen at nearby 
Lake Modewarre in August. The season's first Latham’s 
Snipe was found at Lara, a great early record for his 
migratory shorebird, and a lone Eastern Curlew has spent 
the winter around the Barwon Estuary. Hopefully it will be 
joined by other birds as the migratory waders return in the 
weeks ahead. 


Lake Colac was a wonderful place to see fifteen Great 
Egrets. A flock of Cattle Egrets has seemingly found 
refuge in a flooded paddock in Corio. Kelp Gulls are not 
often seen on our coastline so two birds, of different ages, 


together at Blue Rocks was a good and educational find. 
Three White-fronted Terns roosting with many Crested 
Terns at the end of the day at Apollo Bay was a thrill. 
These White-fronted Terns will soon return across the 
Tasman Sea to summer in New Zealand, though there is a 
small population that breed in the Furneaux Group of 
islands in Bass Strait. 


Venturing out at night is often rewarding for recording 
nocturnal birds. Southern Boobook owl records this 
month cover many different areas and give some indication 
of how widespread they are. Bacchus Marsh and Highton 
as well as the heavily forested areas of Distillery Creek and 
Moggs Creek all had calling birds this month. 


A Black Falcon seen at Hospital swamp was most 
noteworthy after a recent paucity of records of this thrilling 
raptor, and multiple records of white morph Grey 
Goshawks have enthralled observers in recent weeks with 
sightings from multiple areas along the Barwon River from 
Highton, Newtown and Fyansford as well as a bird at Lake 
Colac. And sightings of Spotted Harriers, the uncommon 
but gloriously plumaged raptor of the open plains, with an 
adult male and immature female west of Winchelsea 
caused great excitement and much appreciation at the end 
of a long and thoroughly enjoyable day of Landcare 
surveys. 


Sincere thanks once more to the keen and diligent 
observers who continue to submit records to the GFNC 
web-site or directly to eBird as incidentals or complete lists. 


On the topic of submitting lists our ‘learning more about 
using eBird’ zoom meeting on 24 August was appreciated 
by those who attended. A follow-up session will be held on 
Tuesday 21 September 7.30 p.m. with the focus on using 
the ‘search’ function on the eBird web-site for species 
maps and bar charts. We will also spend time completing 
and submitting lists from the eBird mobile app. The link will 
be in the GFNC email. Please send specific questions to 


craigmorleyS@bigpond.com 


Barn Owl seen on 22/8/21 roosting in a tree in the main 


street of Barwon Heads. 


It appears to have an old injury to its face. 


Photo: Michael Skinner 
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August 2021 fauna report 


his month has been a good one with many excellent 

sightings reported on the GFNC mammal and reptile/ 
amphibian observation pages. Thanks to all who have 
made their records available, it helps us to more fully 
understand the distribution of all the species in our region. 


Platypus: One watched swimming in the Barwon River at 
Ceres at 10.45 a.m. on 23 August. It was diving 
intermittently then coming up to rest on the surface. 
Judging by the ripple effect on the water further upstream, 
it seems likely a second one was doing the same thing but 
it was too far away to be sure (JN). 


Short-beaked Echidna: At Whinray Road, Meredith, on 
2/ July the skin and skeleton of an echidna was found, 
picked clean; there were plenty of echidna diggings nearby 
(WCo, OC). On 16 August one was seen walking up a 
grassy embankment at Fyansford across the Moorabool 
River from the new housing estate at 5.45 p.m. (CFr). 


Sugar Glider: Two were watched chasing one another, 
running up tree-trunks and jumping between trees at dusk 
on 21 August at Fridays Track in the Brisbane Ranges. 
They were heard making little buzzing and chirring sounds 
(CFr, GA). 


Yellow-bellied Glider: On 19 August at least four were 
heard calling just after dark at Moggs Creek; one of two 
seen together was photographed (JN). 


Koala: Beside Fridays Track in the Brisbane Ranges on 21 
August, one was observed sitting low down on a partially 
dead tree-stump (CFr, GA). 


Red-necked Wallaby: Two small individuals grazing on 
the Forrest-Barwon Downs Road verge, just south of 
Seven Bridges Road on 19 August (TP). 


Swamp Wallaby: Four noted in dry sclerophyll forest 
beside Banksia Track in the Brisbane Ranges on 1 August; 
three were close together but went away in different 
directions when disturbed. The fourth was alone beside the 
track. Later one was noted hopping across Lease Road 
(WCo, CCo). 


Eastern Grey Kangaroo: At Darley on 10 August just after 
midnight on 10 August, there were eight grazing right next 
to the road; the Lerderderg River was too high to allow 
them access to the gorge (RAu). An adult and tiny 
individual were noted hopping through saltmarsh 
vegetation on the east shore of Lake Connewarre on 20 
August; this is a typical occurrence here since April (CMo, 
SRo). On 21 August 50 were observed around the south 
end of Brown Swamp Reserve, Modewarre (JN). Six were 
seen at The Sands, Torquay on 28 August, including a 
large male and female with joey peeping out of her pouch 
(GGt). 


More information on the kangaroos at Balliang is at the 
end of the report. 


Grey-headed Flying-fox: 20 were seen in the Geelong 
Botanic Gardens on 31 July; they seem to have moved 
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Trevor Pescott for Fauna Group 
back after being driven off some while ago (GP, JPo). 


Microbat: One was observed fluttering around trees just 
after sunset on 29 July at Queens Park (CFr). Another was 
seen flying over Noble Street in Newtown, near Kardinia 
Park, at 6.10 p.m. on 21 August, a ‘medium-sized’ bat. The 
temperature was 15°C (GP). 


Brown Rat: Seen in a sunny patch on seaweed at the high 
water mark at the estuary at Barwon Heads on 22 August 
— potential prey for the local Nankeen Ketrels (GA). 


Red Fox: Three were seen at different parts of Lake 
Murdeduke on 14 August, trotting along the shoreline or 
through the grasslands (JN, SRo); on the same day one 
was noted at 10.45 a.m. near the golf course on the 
Inverleigh Common (GP, JPo). On 21 August at Sawpit 
Gully in the Brisbane Ranges one was found curled up in 
the hollow of a tree stump; initially thought to be sleeping it 
was found to be deceased, possibly having succumbed to 
a poison bait. It seemed to be in good condition, probably 
not long dead (CFr, GA). 


Deer: The tracks of several animals were found on 29 July 
at Reedy Lake, the largest 65mm long; they were fresh 
since there had been rain on the previous night. They were 
probably made by Fallow Deer which occur there (GP, 
JPo). 


As the weather warms there Is increased activity among 
the reptiles, while there has still been enough rain to keep 
the wetlands well-filled; consequently there is a good mix 
of species noted over the last month. 


Common Eastern Froglet: Several heard calling from a 
small creek beside Banksia Track in the Brisbane Ranges 
on 1 August (WCo, CCo). On 21 August several were 
heard calling from the creek line near the Fridays Track- 
Alliance Track junction in the Brisbane Ranges (CFr, GA). 


Spotted Grass Frog: One was found under a survey tile 
at Sutherlands creek on 17 August (TP). 


Eastern Smooth Frog: At least eight heard pre-dawn, 
calling from Ironbark Gorge, Distillery Creek, at Aireys inlet 
on 19 August, and on the same night there were several 
calling from Moggs Creek (JN). 


Southern Brown Tree Frog: One found under a survey 
tile at Sutherlands Creek on 17 August (TP), and several 
were heard calling from the creek line near Fridays Track- 
Alliance Track junction in the Brisbane Ranges on 21 
August (CFr, GA). 


Whistling (Verreaux’s) Tree Frog: One was heard calling 
from the creek line near the junction of Fridays Track and 
Alliance Track in the Brisbane Ranges on 21 August (CFr, 
GA). 


Marbled Gecko: That the weather is becoming milder is 
indicated by the discovery of one on the outside wall of a 
house in Highton at 8.00 p.m. on 26 August (JN). 


Metallic Cool Skink: Two were noted sun-basking in a 


sheltered part of the garden in Belmont on 12 August (TP). 


Pale-flecked Garden Sun-skink (Garden Skink): A tiny 
individual observed in a cleared area in the firebreak at 
Moggs Creek on 21 August (AW, PWa). 


White’s Skink: On 22 August one was found under a 
GFNC survey tile in a grassy area at the Ocean Grove 
Nature Reserve. About 20 cm long, it was plain grey/brown 
coloured, similar to one found here six years ago, and 
unlike the more boldly striped form usually found here (BL). 


Blotched Bluetongued Lizard: One observed sun- 
basking among heathland vegetation at Anglesea on 24 
August (AW, PWa). One noted at The Sands, Torquay, sun 
-basking beside tussock grass at 3.00 p.m. (GGt). 


Eastern Bluetongued Lizard: One seen in Highton on 13 
August, the first noted here for this season (GP). 


Lowlands Copperhead: At 1.30 p.m. a large, healthy- 
looking individual over 1m long was noted basking just off 
the path at The Sands, Torquay on 28 August (GGt). 


Eastern Brown Snake: One noted basking in the sunshine 
at the You Yangs on 21 August; initially reluctant to move it 
did so rapidly when disturbed. It was about 1.2m long and 
had a dark tail (BL). 


Quakes Road, Balliang, kangaroos update (BEFr). 
25/07/21: 11 present; there is an extremely strong west 


wind blowing, and all of the kangaroos are resting on the 
ground on the leeward side of the cypress copse shelter. 
2//07/21: Another extreme wind making it difficult to hold 
binoculars steady. There are 10 kangaroos present all 
sheltering on the north-east side of the cypresses. 
28/07/21: Only 5 adults visible, with the other mob 
members presumably sheltering in their Monterey Cypress 
copse of trees. 

01/08/21: Midday, 9 all resting, lying on their sides on the 
leeward side of the Monterey cypress copse; warm 16°C 
sunshine. 

02/08/21: 33 individuals today. The mob is widespread with 
9 individuals sunning themselves on the leeward side of 
their home; the others are widespread in two separate 
areas among the rapidly growing barley grass. 

03/08/21: Six individuals moving freely around the fringe of 
the barley grass paddock near their coniferous home. 
There is a strong WNW wind blowing. 


Observers: Alison Watson (AW), Barry Lingham (BL), 
Brad Ferrier (BFr), Colin Cook (CCo), Chrissy Freestone 
(CFr), Craig Morley (CMo), Geoff Gates (GGt), George 
Appleby (GA), Graham Possingham (GP), John Newman 
(JN), Jenny Possingham (JPo), Owen Cook (OC), Phil 
Watson (PWa), Scott Rolph (SRo), Ross Auchettl (RAu), 
Trevor Pescott (TP), Wendy Cook (WCo). 


Next fauna survey 


The survey planned for 5—8 August came to an abrupt end when.a COVID lockdown was announced on the afternoon of 
Thursday just after we had set out 40 small Elliott traps at Bambra. | returned to the site late on the same day and picked 
up half before dark, and Barry picked up the others early next morning, noting we had caught one House Mouse. 


So with some trepidation I’m suggesting we try again at Bambra this month, commencing Thursday 9 September and 


running for three nights as usual. The details are: 


Thursday 9 September 1.00 p.m.: Meet at the Bambra Hall/tennis courts car-park to set out the equipment. 


Friday 10 to Sunday 12 September 9.00 a.m.: Meet as above to check the equipment. 


Please email me at ppescott@gmail.com if you plan to attend so that | can advise you of any late changes. 


Victoria’s state fossil emblem 


F deni already has a floral emblem (Common Heath), 
mammal (Leadbeater’s Possum), bird (Helmeted 
Honeyeater), marine (Weedy Sea-dragon) and mineral 
(gold) and now there is a move to adopt a fossil emblem. 
Melbourne Museum experts have listed eight candidates 
and the public is invited to vote for their favourite. 


The candidates are: 

lsograptus victoriae from the Castlemaine goldfields area, 
Dja Dja Country 

Janjucetus hunderi trom Jan Juc near Torquay, 
Wathaurong/WaddaWarrung Country 

Leaellynasaura amicagraphica from Dinosaur Cove, Cape 
Otway, Eastern Marr Country 

Baragwanathia longifolia from Yea (Goulbourn Valley/High 
Country), Taungurung Country 

Pelagornis from Beaumaris, Boonwurrung Country 
Palorchestes azael from Buchan Caves, East Gippsland, 
Gunaikurnai Country 


Trevor Pescott 


Bishops whitmorei from Inverloch, South Gippsland Coast, 
Boonwurrung Country 

Koolasuchus cleelandi from the South Gippsland Coast, 
Boonwurrung Country. 


You can read more detail about each candidate and cast 
your vote by logging onto the Melbourne Museum website: 


httos://museumsvictoria.com.au/melbournemuseum/state- 
fossil-emblem/. 


Voting closes 4 October, so don't miss out. 

(I must have a preference for Bishops whitmorei which was 
a 5 cm long mammal rather like an Antechinus that fed on 
insects; it was living here about 130 million years ago. 
Then there is the local candidate, Janjucetus hunden, a 
whale that lived in the ocean just off our local coast and 
Deborah's favourite, the graptolite /sograptus victoriae, 
important for understanding the structures of the sediments 
in the goldfields. ) 
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GFNC Excursion 
Sunday 19 September 2021 
Leader: David Boyle 


Moorabool River at Meredith Education Area 


The section of the river at the Meredith Education Area (MEA) has been the site of previous GFNC excursions, 
but it is rarely visited by the public. This well-treed area of the Moorabool River valley is habitat for many species 


of wildflowers, birds, mammals and reptiles. 


Meet: 9.30 a.m. at the car park at the Coopers Crossing bridge where the Meredith—Steiglitz Road crosses the 
Moorabool River. We will car-pool here and travel via convoy into the MEA. Some sections of road will be 


best suited to 4WD or vehicles with good clearance. 


Bring: Lunch, drinks, snacks, wet weather gear, solid footwear, hat, binoculars, sunscreen, camera, field guides. 


Hiking poles may help you. 


There will be two stopping points. Those studying flora will find plenty of interest within a short walk. Birdwatchers 
and the more adventurous might take the walk from the road to the river. It has a reasonably steep incline but is 


not too strenuous. 


The convoy will then return to the Coopers Crossing carpark and move on to a private property that has a wide 
range of wildflowers near She Oaks for lunch (toilet facilities available). 


The excursion will finish around 3.30 p.m. 


Covid restrictions may prevent this excursion. Check the GFNC website or Facebook page close to the excursion 


date. 


For more information contact Barry Lingham 0417 115 109. 


Bird Group Excursion 
Covid Permitting 
Thursday 23 September 2021 
‘Mirrabooka’, 80 Noels Lane Gherang 


Leader: Pat Streefkerk 


Meet: opposite Moriac Shop on Cape Otway Rd 
9.00 a.m. or go straight there 9.20 a.m. 

From Cape Otway Rd turn left down Gherang Rd, 
at end of bitumen turn right into Prices Rd then 
right into Noels Lane to the end. Park before the 
house on the left. 


Bring: suitable footwear for bush tracks and wet 
weather wear if necessary, plus morning tea. 
Birdwatching Is in bush areas. 


Enquiries: Pat Streefkerk 0409 962 660 


Visit the ANGAIR Nature Show 2021 


WWW.angairnatureshow.org.au 


an adventure in the Surf Coast natural wonderland 
online from 9 September 
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The Mid Barwon Platypus Search 
Save the Date 
Sunday 10th October 2021 


Volunteers Needed!! 


The Frends of the Barwon in partnership with the Geelong Landcare Network 
are undertaking a Platypus survey in the mid reaches of the Barwon River and 
its tributaries. 

Results will provide baseline data of Platypus distnbuton on our region. 

We are calling on community volunteers to be part of this project and assist 
with collecting water samples for eDNA analysis 


When: Sunday 10th October 


Where: Fyansford and Inverleigh 
{time and location TBA) 
What: Join us for an introductory talk with an EnviroDNA 
Wildlife Ecologist on platypus and eDNA sample 


collection technique. 


For more information and to register your interest in being a part of 
this exciting project, please contact 
Project officer Andrea Montgomery 0407552663 
GLNplatypus@emailcom 


ir. 


=> fie Se BarwonWater — = = 
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Coming events 


Event listings are based on current knowledge of COV/ID—19 lockdowns. 
If we need to cancel anything that is listed here we'll announce it via the website and Facebook. 


OCTOBER 2021 


SEPTEMBER 2021 
l General Meeting: Dale Appleton—PV’s airborne 
and infrared monitoring programs 
9 Angair Wildflower Show (virtual this year) 5 


9-12 Fauna survey 


11-12 Orange-bellied Parrot Survey—Craig Morley 


14 Plant Group Workshop—Eucalypts by Lorraine 
Phelan and Barry Lingham 7-10 
16 Bird Group: Johanne Martens/Helena Stokes— 12 
Parrot diseases in Australia and beyond 
19 Excursion: Meredith Education Area 18 
20 Meeting (Mon): Publications and Communications 18 
Subcommittee 21 
23 Bird Group Excursion: Mirabooka (Gherang) 22-24 
22-25 
28 


President 

Vice-President 
Immediate past President 
Secretary 

Treasurer 

Minutes Secretary 
Committee Members 


Vacant 
Vacant 
Rod Lowther 


Graham Possingham 


Graham Possingham 
Kristine Kristensen 
Trevor Hodson 

Craig Morley 

Tracey Hinton 

Bernie Lingham 
Naomi Wells 

Chris White 


Geelong Nature Forum displays at Wool Museum 
during October and November 

General Meeting: Kelly Clitheroe—A tour of the 

southern skies an amateur astronomer’s journey and 

images of the Southern Hemisphere’s 

celestial wonders 

Fauna survey 

Plant Group Workshop—Plants of the VVP (after 

an outing?) 

Excursion: Otway NP 

Meeting (Mon): Committee 

Bird Group: Birgita Hansen—Latham’s Snipe 

SEANA camp—Ballarat FNC 

Great Southern Bioblitz 

Bird Group Excursion: Lake Ayrey and Birregurra 


GFNC COMMITTEE 2021-2022 


g.possingham@gmail.com 


g.possingham@gmail.com 
kristinedawn@gmail.com 
doctiny@bigpond.com 
craigmorleyS@bigpond.com 
tracey.hinton@gmail.com 
bernlingham@tpg.com.au 
naomicwells@gmail.com 
chriswhite5212@gmail.com 


SPECIAL INTEREST GROUP CONVENERS and OTHER CLUB POSITIONS 


Membership Officer 


Conservation Subcommittee Chair 
Publications and Communication 


Subcommittee Chair 
Geelong Naturalist Editor(s) 


Librarian 

Web-master 

Geelong Bird Report Editor 
General Meeting Minutes 
Program Coordinator 
Bird Group 

Fauna Group 

Plant Group 

Club Convenors: 
General Meetings 
General excursions 

Bird Group excursions 


Deborah Evans 
Chris White 
Deborah Evans 


Bernie Lingham 
Jane Morrow 

Alison Watson 
Lorraine Phelan 
Graham Possingham 
Craig Morley 


Barry Lingham (interim) 
Craig Morley 

Trevor Pescott 

Barry Lingham 


Vacant 
Vacant 
Lynne Clarke 


Copyright 


deb.evans6@bigpond.com 
chriswhite5212@gmail.com 
deb.evans6@bigpond.com 


bernlingham@tpg.com.au 
morrowjane5@gmail.com 
alisonw5//@gmail.com 
lohelan@bigpond.com 
info@gfnc.org.au 
craigmorleyS@bigpond.com 
info@gfnc.org.au 
program@gfnc.org.au 
craigmorleyo@bigpond.com 
ppescott@gmail.com 
lingham@tpg.com.au 


program@gfnc.org.au 


alynneclarke@gmail.com 
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